“Through the Looking Glass”

The Kingdom of Heaven as seen through the parables of Jesus

“For now we see through a glass…” - I Cor. 13:12

“THANKFUL FEASTING!”
Banquet Parables: Luke 14:1-14 & Matthew 22:1-14

Thankful feasting is:
Luke 14:1-11
14 1 One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully
watched. 2 There in front of him was a man suffering from abnormal swelling of his body. 3 Jesus asked the
Pharisees and experts in the law, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?” 4 But they remained silent. So
taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him on his way. 5 Then he asked them, “If one of you has a
child or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull it out?” 6 And they had
nothing to say. 7 When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this
parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more
distinguished than you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to
you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place.10 But
when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move
up to a better place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all the other guests. 11 For all those who
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

FEASTING WITHOUT_______________________.
IT WILL BE EMBARASSED, HUMILITY WILL BE HONORED.
Honor can only be given, not taken… in the eyes of the grantor!
Pride goes with being lost AND self-righteous!
The more one is truly righteous, the more humility and recognition of need for grace there is!

Luke 14:12-14
Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers
or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be
repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be
blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
12

FEASTING WITHOUT_____________________.
Matthew 22:1-14
22 1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a
wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell
them to come, but they refused to come. 4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who
have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and
everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ 5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his
field, another to his business. 6 The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7 The king
was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8 “Then he said to his
servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9 So go to the street
corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered
all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11
“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding
clothes. 12 He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless.
13
“Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”

FEASTING WITHOUT_________________________.
NO EXCUSES! (SELF-OCCUPATION) & BE READY!

My own “field” or “business” = I Corinthians 11:17-22 & 33-34
“Wedding clothes” = Revelation 7:14

“Whoever has ears, let them hear.” – Matthew 11:15

